GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

Bundestag were a really independent body free from party con-
trol, it might create the possibility of a bureaucratic dictator-
ship, but I think that is utterly theoretical because in fact it will
not happen. The Bundestag and the Bundesrat will become
increasingly co-ordinated, and whoever controls the one will
control the other, and for that reason it is most unlikely that
that emergency power will be exercised, let alone misused.

There was another difference between the two main parties.
The Social Democrats wanted, if I may say so, half a loaf for
the whole nation. They wanted, not a constitution, but a stat-
ute, but wanted it to be so drafted that it could be applied to
eastern Germany when the time came. The Christian Demo-
crats, on the other hand, wanted the whole loaf, namely, a real
constitution only for the half-nation, because they were not in-
terested in providing for the access of eastern Germany, for
obvious reasons. The Social Democrats wanted an anti-Com-
munist constitution, but they did not want to take the Western
Allies into that anti-Communist combination, while the Chris-
tian Democrats wanted an anti-Communist alliance all right
with the Allies of the West but without the Social Democrats,
who after all are the best defenders against communism.

In addition, there was the Bavarian problem. The Bavarians
wanted a particularly strong federalistic character of the consti-
tution, and I can perhaps best describe that by telling a little
story of the meeting of the main committee. When the last vote
was taken on the character and composition of the upper house,
the spokesman of the Christian Democrats (not the Christian
Socialist Union) got up and said how much he regretted the
rejection of their idea to have a senate type of upper house in-
stead of this strange German hybrid of a house composed of
die bureaucratic spokesmen of the Lander cabinets. Whereupon
the Social Democrat got up and said they had been in favor of a
senate all the time, and nobody could regret it more than they
did that it had not been done. Whereupon the Democrat got
up and said that they had had that idea first of all and had been
willing even to make a concession: half-senate-4ialf-cabinet type
of upper house* Whereupon the Communist got up and said:
"Well, gentlemen, now I am at a complete loss to understand